Bernd "Bernie" Rudolf Henkel

December 13, 1940 - December 25, 2019

Loving husband and father Bernd “Bernie” Rudolf Henkel of St, George, Utah,
age 79, passed away on December 25, 2019 peacefully in his sleep. He was
born on December 13, 1940 to Heinz and Ruth Henkel at a very dangerous
time of World War Il in Erfurt in the state of Thuringia, central Germany. After
escaping East Germany as a young child with his family, he eventually
immigrated to America. Once he became old enough he wanted to serve his
new country. He married Sheryl Schlappi on December 19, 1964, in the Salt
Lake Temple.

Bernie spent 18 7% years in the military. Most of his time in the service was
spent in the Army ascending to the rank of Master Sergeant as a linguist and
interrogator. The remainder of this time in service was in the U.S. Marines as
a Seabee. Bernie was a true patriot and proud American in every sense of the
word. He loved serving his country and was very passionate about the work
he did while serving. His primary career was that of a journeyman mechanic
and a safety specialist leader. He spent many years working at Hercules
Aerospace Co. in Salt Lake City. Because of his background he could fix,
repair or build anything around the house and that has been his favorite
pastime for the last 15 years of his retirement. When he was younger he loved
to race road bikes, play on German soccer leagues, and coached youth
soccer. He enjoyed playing many instruments including the trumpet and
harmonica which were his favorite.



Bernie is survived by his spouse, Sheryl Henkel, of St George as well as his
son, Scott Henkel (Melissa), of Vineyard and his daughter Michelle Henkel
Orton (Kevin), of St George, 13 grandchildren and three great grandchildren;
and a twin brother Ronald Henkel (Sara) of Clear Water Beach FL.

The family would like to thank all of the staff at the Southern Utah Veterans
Home in lvins. A very special thank you to the Marine Corp League here in St
George and all of the great people at Serenity Funeral Home.

Funeral services will be held on Friday January 3, 2020 at 11:00 am at the
chapel located on 415 Westridge Drive in St. George. A viewing will be held at
10:00 am the same day and location. Interment will be at the Parowan
Cemetery at 3pm on Friday, January 3. Military honors will be provided by the
St. George Marine Corp League.

Family and Friends are invited to share tributes online at www.SerentyStG.co
m. Arrangements and memorial tree planting by Serenity Funeral Home of
Southern Utah, 986-9100.



Cemetery Details

Parowan

300 South Canyon Road
Parowan, UT

Previous Events
Viewing

JAN 3. 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM (MT)

Springs Ward LDS Chapel
415 Westridge Drive
St George, UT 84770

Service

JAN 3. 11:00 AM (MT)

Springs Ward LDS Chapel
415 Westridge Drive
St George, UT 84770

Internment

JAN 3. 3:00 PM (MT)

Parowan
300 South Canyon Road
Parowan, UT






Tribute Wall

One of my favorite memories was when Bernie first came to the
Southern Utah Veterans Home, | was working and having a
particularly rough time because of some family issues. Bernie did
not know this, but offered to play his favorite hymn on his harmonica
for me, "Come, Come, Ye Saints". It brought tears to my eyes and
filled my heart with peace and courage. | was so grateful for his
sweet spirit and musical talent that he shared with me that day. | will
miss him, but | know that his body is no longer in pain and he is able
to rest.

Joanna Liddell - December 27, 2019 at 04:18 PM

Bernie came to my house with Brother Kasparian as a home teacher.
Both those men were great to talk to and get spiritual help from. Bernie
later taught me the temple preparedness class and helped me to be
ready to get my recommend. While serving in the primary presidency
with his sweet wife he was behind us a sustained us with anything we
needed. | was very unhappy when they moved from our ward and
neighborhood. | have missed them both for years but love them and
want Sheryl to know what a great hero he was to me. Love you so
much.

Beverlee McLaughlin - December 31, 2019 at 12:56 AM



