
Jesse Wayne Edwards
May 31, 1934 - February 21, 2025

Jesse Wayne Edwards passed away peacefully on February 21, 2025, in
Hurricane, Utah at the age of 90. Wayne was born in Orem, Utah on May 31,
1934, the 10th of 13 children born to Philo Taylor Edwards and Addie Mae
Gurr Edwards. He was the last surviving member of his family. He was raised
on a farm and fruit orchard and fondly remembers working alongside his
parents and his siblings. Wayne attended church at the old Timpanogos
Chapel and went to school at Spencer Elementary and Lincoln High School,
where he excelled in football and other sports. He graduated in1952. 

Wayne earned a scholarship to play football at Utah State University. After his
freshman year, he enlisted in the army. He spent 14 months in Korea working
as a company clerk. Upon his discharge, Wayne returned to Utah State where
he began dating Margene Page. Rather than marrying at this time, Wayne and
Margene prayerfully made the decision for Wayne to serve a full-time mission.
He served in Australia from 1956 to 1958. 

In the Fall of 1958, Wayne returned home from his mission and he and
Margene were married soon after, on December 29, 1958, in the Salt Lake
Temple. 

Wayne completed his bachelor’s degree at Brigham Young University in 1961,
earning a teaching degree. His first job was in Moab. After two years of



teaching, he returned to BYU to earn a Master’s Degree in Guidance and
Counseling. His first counseling job was in Hurricane, where he moved his
young family in 1964. He remained in Hurricane for the rest of his life,working
for 30 years in the WCSD as a counselor, high school principal, teacher and
coach. He loved his time in the school, especially as a coach and teacher. He
made a lasting impression on many students who fondly remember “Coach
Edwards.” 

The greatest joy of Wayne's life was his family. He and Margene raised 6
children. He excelled at being a loving, fun, wise, faithful father. He served as
a stable force in his family throughout his entire life. The family embraced the
Hurricane community, actively participating in school and local events. Wayne
and Margene supported their children in every athletic event and activity they
were involved in, spending countless hours taking them to practices and
driving them to competitions. He was also an avid fan of BYU and the Utah
Jazz. 

Wayne was a stalwart member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. In addition to his mission in Australia, he and Margene served a CES
mission to Australia and a Family History Mission in Salt Lake City. Missionary
work was a central theme throughout his life. He and his posterity have served
over 50 full-time missions throughout the world. Through the years, he served
in many callings in the Church, including bishop, young men's president,
gospel doctrine teacher, and high councilor. He also worked in the St. George
Temple at the Recommend Desk for over 20 years. 

Wayne was a proud member of the Sons of the Utah Pioneers. He served as
president of the organization and loved traveling to historical sites throughout
Utah. He deeply valued his pioneer heritage and cherished the friendships he
made through the SUP. 

 



Wayne has always been blessed with an unshakeable testimony of and faith
in his Savior Jesus Christ. He lived his life filled with compassion, strength,
love, faith, duty, devotion, diligence, endurance, charity, optimism and hope.
He blessed the lives of countless people with his kind words, his warm smile,
his acts of service and his sage advice. Wayne was loved by all who had the
privilege of associating with him. 

Wayne is survived by his children: Mary Excell (David), Cindy Brown (Doug),
Jeffrey Edwards (Cathy), Chris Edwards (Gina), Kerry Edwards (Joy) and
Gina Eves (Jack). His 22 grandchildren: Ben, Laura, Jeff, Ashley, Bryan,
Parker, Taylor, Zachary, Jordon, Justin, Page, Corey, Morgan, Josee, Jared,
Coleman, Addie, Natasha, Rachel, Hayden, Chloe, and Jackson, and 34
great-grandchildren. He is also survived by his beloved cousin Colleen Healy,
who was raised alongside his siblings. He was preceded in death by his wife
Mary Margene Page Edwards, his parents Philo T. Edwards and Addie Mae
Gurr, and his 12 siblings (Ruby, Donald, Max, Melba, LaMar, Norma, Alene,
LaVell, Lewis, Shirley, Ray and Janice). 

The family extends their heartfelt gratitude to the dedicated healthcare
workers at the Beehive Home in Hurricane and the CNS Hospice caregivers
for compassionate and loving care through these past 15 months. 

A celebration of Wayne’s life will be held on Friday, February 28 at 2 pm at the
Hurricane Stake Center on 677 South 700 West. Preceding the funeral, a
viewing will be held from 12 noon to 1:30 pm.



Previous Events

Viewing

FEB 28. 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM (MT)

Hurricane Stake Center
677 S 700 W
Hurricane, UT 84737

Celebration of Life

FEB 28. 2:00 PM (MT)

Hurricane Stake Center
677 S 700 W
Hurricane, UT 84737

Burial

FEB 28 (MT)

Hurricane City Cemetery
200 E. 600 N.
Hurricane, UT 84737



Tribute Wall

MD

Serenity Funeral Home of Southern Utah - February 28, 2025 at 07:25 PM

1 file added to the album Funeral Audio Recording

Serenity Funeral Home of Southern Utah - February 28, 2025 at 07:24 PM

3 files added to the album Funeral Recording

Michael Davis - February 24, 2025 at 09:52 PM

When I was around 11 or 12 years old our family took our annual
Thanksgiving trip to Hurricane to spend the holiday with our “fun
cousins,” the Edwards family. On Friday the kids from both families
met in the living room and were assigned to one of two activities:
either a hike up Angel’s Landing at Zion’s or a trip to the desert to
collect firewood. I got assigned to the firewood team. You’d think I
would have been down about that sad turn of events but I was fine
with it because Uncle Wayne was leading our firewood project; and
he was always positive, complimentary, encouraging, and funny. I
knew it would be a good time with him. And it was. 
 
Michael Davis, nephew.



MT

Mark Tichenor - February 28, 2025 at 07:58 AM

Wayne was my Principal during my 4 years at Hurricane High School.
He was always positive and encouraging to us students making us feel
a real desire to want to be at school and run into him in the hallway.
The one time I was called to the Principal's office turned out to be a
positive experience. I was honest with him and confessed my mistake
and he believed me when there were other accusations unresolved. He
assigned me a hallway to scrub the black heal marks off the tile floors.
A week on my hands and knees after school cleaning scuffs and I
never did anything to go back to his office other than recognitions,etc.
Last visit to the School my Sterling Scholar photo hung in the hallway I
scrubbed. His positive attitude extended to compliments of the clean
hallway I scrubbed. Always smiling and uplifting, he was a big support
to everything Athletics encouraging all to excell and do our best to
prepare and compete. He and Marjorie always treated me well outside
of school. Spent time at there home the summer before my mission
hanging out with the twins camping at pine valley and other fun
activities. Many found memories of J. Wayne. A kind caring man of
honor. He has passed those traits on to his family!


