John Merrill Larsen
June 22, 1946 - June 2, 2026

John Merrill Larsen, age 79, Passed away peacefully in his home on June 2,
2026.

John was born June 22, 1946, in Cleveland, Utah. He was born in the kitchen
of the family farmhouse to his parents, Merrill and Kate Larsen. He was the
8th of 11 children. After losing both his parents by the time he was 14 years of
age, he graduated high school and left Cleveland for higher education at
Rick’s College in Idaho and BYU in Utah. His favorite color was BYU Blue!
After graduating, he moved to sunny St. George, Utah where “you never have
to shovel sunshine!” and worked for 30 years for the State of Utah as a social
worker in the Department of Family Services where he made many friends
and was well respected in his field. After retiring with the state, he continued
to work doing what he was passionate about, helping others, at the Highland
Manor nursing home in Mesquite, Nevada and then at the St. George
Rehabilitation as a social worker.

In 1972 he met and started dating Lorna Buchanan. They fell in love and were
married in the Salt Lake Temple on August 24, 1973. John’s greatest joy was
the love he held for his family. Together, John and Lorna had 5 wonderful
children.

John was a faithful member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
and held many callings including a temple worker in the St. George Temple.
John enjoyed being outside in his yard making it beautiful. He loved all kinds
of music, especially classical. He was an avid reader, often reading 3 or 4



books at a time. John loved decorating the house for all the holidays which
delighted his children and grandchildren. He collected Santas from all over
and has a collection of over 350. After a long day at work, tooling around in
his yard, and spending some time with family, he’d often be found relaxing
with his headphones on, listening to music with a Diet Coke in hand.

John is preceded in death by his parents and 7 siblings.

He is survived by his loving wife, Lorna, and children: Jennifer (Lynn)
Weakley, Jorgen (Lindsay) Larsen, Eric Larsen, Todd (Myranda) Larsen, &
Kate (Cameron) Anderson, 17 grandchildren, and 5 great grandchildren (with
2 more coming this year).

Thank you to all the amazing doctors and nurses, especially at Liberty Dialysis
in St. George and Summit Home Health and Hospice, who have helped him
throughout his long health journey. His family is forever grateful.

John was an amazing husband, father, grandfather/great-grandfather, brother,
son, and friend and he will be greatly missed.

Family is a gift so in lieu of flowers, take some time and spend it with your
loved ones in memory of John.

Condolences and memories may be shared online at www.serenitySTG.com
The family would like to find quiet closure with his passing. There will be no
public funeral service, instead there will be a viewing at Serenity Funeral
Home of Southern Utah on Saturday, June 13 at 9:00-10:00 A.M. and a small
graveside service after at the Washington City Cemetery. Thank you for your
love and kindness.



Cemetery Details

Washington City Cemetery

200 N. 300 E.
Washington, UT

Previous Events
Viewing

JUN 13. 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM (MT)

Serenity Funeral Home of Southern Utah
1316 South 400 East, Suite A-5

St. George, UT 84790

(435) 986-2085

mail@serenitystg.com

Graveside Service

JUN 13 (MT)

Washington City Cemetery
200 N. 300 E.
Washington, UT


mailto:mail@serenitystg.com

Tribute Wall

Capital Premium Financing purchased the Days
of Sunshine Bouquet for the family of John Merrill
Larsen.

Capital Premium Financing - June 09 at 06:18 PM

Capital Premium Financing planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of John Merrill
Larsen.

Capital Premium Financing - June 09 at 06:18 PM
I had the pleasure of working with John at Highland Manor and St.
George Care Center. He was one of the sweetest, kindest men and

had ever met and | valued our friendship. It was a gift to have had
him in my life.

Laurel Ortez

Laurel Ortez - June 04 at 03:07 PM

Well you didn't let me know that your husband had graduated. |
suspect that you knew it was just a matter of time.

John Totten - June 05 at 05:38 PM


https://www.serenitystg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.serenitystg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.serenitystg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=3011&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Along with others | would like to add my thoughts. John was always
friendly to me and would always respond. He had favorable comments
about BYU Idaho so he must have attended there.

John J Totten - June 07 at 04:43 PM

First of all, what a perfect photo of John! It shows his personality, his
happiness and the many, many positive traits he shared with others.
Now, Lorna, we have been in two different wards with you and your
family. | don't recall heard a single negative thing being said about a
Larsen. | have shared your wedding announcements story many times.
(The printed invitations arrived without mentioning the St. George
Temple in any way. You took one look and said, "Send them back!
Ours is a Temple wedding and | won't have any anyone question that!"
(or words to that effect.) What an example!

Mans and | have loved the two of you and admired your courage,
talents, intelligence and determination. | remember John as being an
example to us of coping with Diabetes. | suspect that condition was
involved somehow in his passing. I'm going to close by sharing an
anonymous poem I've read over and over and over during the last
approximately 554 L-O-N-G days & nights.

GRIEF neverends . . .

but it changes.

It's a passage,

not a place to stay.

Grief is not a sign

of weakness,

Nor a lack of faith . . .

It is the price of

LOVE.

God bless you all during these tender days. | am here if you need a
shoulder to cry on. With love and gratitude for having known John. . .
and you and yours.

Diane Jennings and family

Diane K. Jennings - June 08 at 02:33 PM



