Manuel Joe Gonzales
March 31, 1938 - January 9, 2021

Manuel J Gonzales passed away on Saturday, January 9, 2021 in St. George,
UT with his loving wife by his side. Manny was born on March 31, 1938 in
Chama, NM to Tiofilo and Asucena Gonzales. He married the love of his life
and high school sweetheart, Shirley Ann Carter, on August 24, 1957 in Ely,
NV.

Manny graduated from Carbon High school in 1957 and attended Carbon
College. He excelled in four sports earning him the nickname Speedy
Gonzales. In 1960, they moved their family to Salt Lake City, UT where he
worked in the tire business.

He was president of Granger Ute Conference Little League Football. In
addition, he coached many of his sons’ sports teams. Manny and his family
enjoyed many outdoor activities including hunting, fishing, camping and
traveling. He was a ringer at horseshoes and always carried a high bowling
average. He excelled in everything he did. Manny was an avid UTES fan and
never missed a football game.

They moved back to East Carbon, UT in 1982, where he went to work in the
coal industry. Manny and Shirley managed the Sunnyside Golf Course where
he picked up the love of another sport, golf. He was active in the Catholic
Church and became a Fourth Degree Knight in the Knights of Columbus. In



2005, Manny and Shirley made the move to sunny St. George. He was active
in the Creekside community and became President of the HOA. In Shirley’s
words, “Manny never met a stranger”! Later in life, Manny and Shirley were
able to spend winter months in Yuma, AZ traveling and checking things off
their bucket list.

He is survived by his wife, Shirley, of 63 years, his children: Mike (Michelle),
Murray, UT; Mark “Gonzo” (Lyn), Leeds, UT; Martin (Cheri), South Jordan, UT,
Stacy Terrell (Shaad), St. George, UT; 15 grandchildren, 14 great-
grandchildren, and 1 great great-grandchild; siblings JR (Kathy), Grand
Junction, CO; Arlene Vigil (Floyd), Riverdale, UT; sisters-in-law Mickie Nordin
& Rose Carter, Murray, UT; and many other family members and close friends.

He is preceded in death by his parents, Tiofilo and Asucena Gonzales, 8
siblings, 2 grandsons, his in-laws Jim & Stella Carter, and brothers-in-law.

Manny leaves a legacy of kindness, caring and giving to others. In lieu of
flowers, please continue his generous spirit by helping family, friends and
neighbors.

A private family viewing was held on January 11, 2021. Considering the
current situation, a celebration of life will be held for Manny later at a date that
is yet to be determined. We look forward to a time when we can gather safely
and honor his legacy with family and friends.
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Shirley & family,

I am so sorry for your loss. It sounds like Manuel had a full and busy
life. You are lucky that you had him for so long. Cherish all your
memories. May he rest in peace.

Love you, Sharon Juliano

Sharon Juliano - January 21, 2021 at 09:40 PM

Our Deepest Heartfelt Sympathies to Shirley ]
and Family for the loss of Manuel. So very

very sorry to hear of Manuel’s passing, he |

was looked up too in our younger days, such “
a kind person, he will be dearly missed. May

he Rest In Peace and let perpetual light shine upon him.

George Compagni - January 21, 2021 at 01:58 PM

Some 63 years ago, Manny came into my life when we we’re in Jr.
High school. | knew then that | would have a friend for life.
Memories are a precious thing that live with us we age. Manny will
leave us with many happy times together which | will cherish
forever.

Ted Marakis - January 21, 2021 at 09:51 AM
Farewell to a good Man and an old friend. May he rest in peace in
his new Home. May his family be consoled and Blessed by our
Heavenly Father. A Dios mi amigo.

Prayers and regards from Steven and Lena Martinez

STEVEN MARTINEZ - January 19, 2021 at 08:49 PM



