Melvin LaMar Brewer
October 11, 1920 - August 15, 2017

“Thus passeth a member of The Greatest Generation.”

Melvin LaMar (Mel) Brewer passed from this life on Tuesday, August 15,
2017. He was 96 years old. Born October 11, 1920 to Silas M. and Sophie
Stevens Brewer in what is now South Salt Lake, Utah, the ninth of ten
children. He was the last surviving member of that family.

Mel graduated from South High School in Salt Lake City in 1936. He married
Virginia Evelyn Plant in June, 1939, and together they had five children. After
living in Salt Lake City for 46 years, they moved to St. George, Utah in 1985.

Virginia died in March, 1995. Mel married Beth Madsen in June, 1996. She
died in March, 2002. Mel married Phyllis Overlade Vowles in August, 2003.
She also preceded him in death October, 2013. In each of his marriages, Mel
willingly took on the role of tender caregiver.

Mel served in the Army during World War Il from 1944 to 1946 in the Pacific
area, including the Philippine Islands and during the occupation of Japan. He
achieved the rank of Technical Sergeant. Upon returning home, Mel began his
career as a salesman, one much valued by his clients for his unwavering
integrity. When not working hard to provide for his young family, Mel used his
carpentry skills to build everything from bookshelves to an entire house.



Mel was a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and a
high priest. Among his many callings, he served two missions, one in the Los
Angeles Temple Visitors Center and the second in the St. George LDS
Temple. A beloved teacher of many gospel topics, he particularly enjoyed
teaching Gospel Doctrine and the High Priests group.

Mel was a resident of the Southern Utah Veteran’s Home for over three years,
where he served on the Resident Council and made friends with everyone
who met him.

Mel leaves behind his daughters Betsy (Joseph) Jenkins, Linda (David)
Szelowski, Gladys (Michael) Marietti, son Mervin (Sandra) Brewer, sisters-in-
law Lou Gerbig and Pauline Abbott. His beloved son Marvin died in 1975. He
has 36 grandchildren, 18+ extended grandchildren, 33 great grandchildren
and 5 great, great grandchildren. Mel was proud of his posterity and his
extended family, which he always said totaled over 100.

Viewing will be held from 1:00-2:00PM on Saturday, August 19th, 2017 at the
LDS Heritage Park Chapel, 290 E. 1060 S., lvins, UT 84738. Funeral services
to follow from 2:00PM-3:00PM at the same location.

Interment to follow in the St. George City Cemetery.
For those unable to attend the funeral, there will be a Memorial Service on

Sunday, August 20th, 2017 from 1:00-2:00PM at the Southern Utah Veteran’s
Home, 160 N. 200 E., lvins, UT 84738.
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I'll always remember first meeting Melvin and his wife Virginia. | was
driving from Phoenix to Salt Lake City with my two step children. He
offered to have us stop in St George for a bite to eat and a place to
rest on our journey. Never having met me, only knowing that | was a
friend of his daughter Gladys. We arrived to a nicely set table with a
table cloth, folded napkins and silverware properly placed. He
(Melvin) had prepared sandwiches, fruit and fresh lemonade for us.
Wonderful conversation and a warm feeling of love filled their home.
He as also had a special place in my heart. Watching him care
tenderly for Virginia as she was ill and needing more care. Melvin
was truly a loving spouse and example of unconditional love and
grace. Heaven has received a kind genuine soul without a doubt.
My love and deepest sympathy to your whole family. He will be
sorely miss.

Susan Laney-Hubley
Salt Lake City, Utah

Susan Laney-Hubley - August 24, 2017 at 10:36 AM

| WAS HIS HOME TEACHER FOR SOME TIME. WE ALSO LIVED
OVER THE FENCE FROM HIM AND PHYLLIS. HE WAS VERY
KNOWLEDGABLE. HE WAS FAITHFUL TO ATTEND HIS
MEETINGS AND YOU KNEW SOMETHING WAS WRONG IF HE
WASN'T THERE! HE WAS VERY CONCERNED ABOUT TAKING
CARE OF HIS WIFE. WE HAVE SHARED MEALS AND TIME
VISITING WITH HIM IN THE PAST.

WE WILL MISS HIM. WELDON & CARMEN SUDWEEKS

WELDON SUDWEEKS - August 19, 2017 at 09:08 AM
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Gladys Marietti - August 18, 2017 at 02:12 AM

My very first memory of Mel was the day he helped move his
daughter Gladys into the CEU dorms. | sat watching in awe at the
what | believed to be shoes, box after box after box. Mel carried
them tirelessly from the car, up the stairs and back down the stairs
for more! | knew at that moment, that man was special and sure did
love his daughter! | have nothing but great memories of watching
him quilt, cook and serve. Caring for those he loved and never
giving up. This man was a kind and gentle soul. He lived life to the
fullest. In all the 44 years Ive known him | have never heard an
unkind word escape his mouth. My life is truly better for having
known him,

Much love to all of his family,

Gina Pace

Gina Pace - August 17, 2017 at 03:30 PM



