
Richard "Dick" Higgins
May 4, 1940 - January 14, 2021

Richard “Dick” Higgins, 80, entered into eternal rest on January 14th, 2021
after a battle with COVID, which resulted in heart failure. We rejoice in his
journey from this life to the next. 

 

Dick was born on May 4, 1940 in Hamden, Ohio to Ray and Mary Frances
Higgins, the oldest of two boys. Dick grew up with his family in Asheville, NC. 

Dick had a 45-year aerospace industry career. He was involved in a number
of programs all of which are too numerous to mention but did include the
ejection seat development for the Army, Navy and NASA. His career enabled
him to travel extensively to almost all of the free world. Dick received the Life
Time Achievement Award for contributions to flight safety in 2006. After
managing the Hurricane Mesa Test Facility for many years, in April of 2007
Dick retired to be able to make more memories with his wife Nancy. 

 

On October 22, 1999 Dick married the love of his life, Nancy. They started
their life in St. George, UT shortly after. Dick would start his day by telling
Nancy how much he loved her and would never end a day without expressing
his love before he would go to sleep. Dick and Nancy together raised Dick’s
two granddaughters Cassandra and Alyssa as their own. They were involved
in the Elks Club, and would go on to make so many good friends and
wonderful memories. Dick’s love for outdoors helped him to bond with so



many true friends who he would consider as family. 
 

Dick was a member, Elder and Lay Pastor of the Good Shepard Presbyterian
Church in St. George, UT. Dick loved the involvement he had within the
church, and another great joy was his involvement in the Salvation Army
where he served for 20 years. Dick also volunteered at Dixie Regional
Hospital, It truly gave him so much joy giving to others. 

 

Dick was an avid outdoorsman and was skilled in fly fishing, fly tying, and also
taught fly tying and fly-fishing. He loved and was at peace when he was
fishing and enjoying the outdoors with his friends. Dick also enjoyed hunting
with bow, rifles, shotgun and muzzleloaders. He loved trying new things and
also made knives and arrowheads and anything that would be new and a
challenge. 

 

In addition to his wife Nancy and brother Don (Jean) Higgins, he is also
survived by his daughters: Donna Higgins, Jessica (Rodney) Hogue, Erin
(Clint) Orgill, Alison (Eric) Van Brunt, Cassandra Coates and Alyssa Coates;
one niece Wendi; three granddaughters Amy, Paige and Alexis; three
grandsons Jason, Zachary and Jayden; four great-grandchildren Skye,
Hayden, Seraphina and Dasia. 

 

He is preceded in death by his father Ray Clyde Higgins and mother Mary
Frances Higgins. 

A memorial will be held in the spring. In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made to the Saint George Salvation Army in Dick’s memory.
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Colleen McMullen - February 07, 2021 at 04:19 PM

I had the very sweet privilege of meeting and assisting Dick on
several occasions when he came to the United Church in Kanab to
be the guest speaker at Sunday worship services during the periods
when there was no permanent pastor for the church. He came
graciously to serve the congregation whenever he was available
and his quiet and loving spirit was always welcome. One talk of his
that has stayed with me was about the encouraging role of
fatherhood as represented by Joseph, who is not often made the
subject of sermons. 
Dick was very supportive and encouraging to the United Church
congregation and he will always be remembered as a very special
blessing to them and to me. 
 
Colleen McMullen

Bryce Gubler - January 26, 2021 at 10:19 PM

Nancy, Allison and Eric, So sad to hear about Dicks passing. He
was always so friendly to me. From his invite to go see the rocket
sled when we first met to the many times I saw him collecting at the
red kettle dressed in his leather with his dog. I will miss him and his
friendship. May God comfort you and your whole Family. Sincerely
Bryce Gubler

Kim Jorgensen - January 26, 2021 at 10:05 AM

I meant Nancy....forgive me. Kim
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Kim Jorgensen - January 26, 2021 at 10:01 AM

I had the privilege of serving with Dick on the Salvation Army board
for many years. What a wonderful, positive human being he was.
Even though "kettle time" each year was a little stressful for me,
Dick reveled in it and would relate many stories of the people he
met each board meeting. He even arranged for a tour on the test
site mountain for my pilot husband and his pilot friend....and to this
day, they both still talk about it. How blessed you are to have shared
your life with him....and according to him, he was blessed to share
his with you. Heartfelt condolence to you Donna. Kim Jorgensen

Marge Linn - January 25, 2021 at 06:09 PM

Nancy, so sorry for your loss. Dick wii be missed in so many ways.
He was always there for anyone in need.


