Richard Arnold Watson

February 5, 1945 - December 29, 2020

Richard (Rich) Arnold Watson, age 75, passed away peacefully in his home
with his wife by his side while listening to the Grateful Dead, on December 29,
2020 in LaVerkin, Utah. He was born on February 5, 1945 in Salt Lake City,
Utah to Eva Marion and Jesse Arnold Watson. He married Mary Jeane Kriegel
on February 18, 1977 in Salt Lake City, Utah.

Rich spent his entire life in Utah where he graduated from West High and
attended Utah State University and University of Utah. He enjoyed singing
and playing the harmonica with several rock and roll bands during the 60’s
movement and into the 70s. He continued to entertain family members and
friends throughout his life with his musical talents. He was also an avid tennis
player where he won a few tournaments and played recreational everyday
until golf entered his life.

He was married to Mary Jeane (Kriegel) from Marengo, lowa in 1974. They
had their one and only child, Jennifer, in 1977. He became a grandpa in 2001
to Aidan and 2006 to Aspen both of whom melted his heart and changed his
life forever. He loved being Papa Watson! He began a career in the
transportation business that led to him starting his own shuttle business in
Zion National Park and surrounding areas. Rich loved spending time in nature
and going for long drives. Rich was known around town as a really good guy,
and some called him the Gentle Giant. He loved volunteering for Sub for



Santa and helping others when he saw the need. He had a special place in
his heart for all animals. Rich and Mary spent their early years in Salt Lake
City, moved to Midway where they raised Jennifer, then moved to LaVerkin,
Utah to be near Zion National Park.

Rich is survived by his wife, Mary Jeane (Kriegel), LaVerkin, Utah, daughter
Jennifer Magoffin (Nial), grandchildren Aidan and Aspen Magoffin, Midway,
Utah. He is also survived by nieces Karen Albrand, Kathleen Jones, and
Joanie Hewitson, nephew David Hamilton, and their extended families. Other
survivors include brothers and sisters in law, Elaine and Mike McBride, Daryl
and Jan Kriegel, Dennis and Theresa Kriegel, Michelle and Doug Blythe, and
Jill Young and Tim Brown, and their extended families. He is also survived by
many friends, too numerous to name, whom he wholeheartedly considered as
family.

Rich was preceded in death by his parents Jesse and Eva Watson, sisters
Jean Albrand (Kent) and Marion Hamilton (Noel), grandparents, aunts, uncles
and cousins; Mary’s parents Richard and Donna Kriegel, and extra special
nephew Matt McBride. Also waiting with open paws are Elinore, Lucy, Binkers,
and Herman.

The family would like to thank Kurt Wright who has been a real Godsend in
ways too numerous to mention.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations to BAM (Because Animals
Matter) in Hurricane, Utah or any animal rescue of your choice.

A celebration of life will be held on February 5, 2021 at 6:00 pm Mountain
Standard Time via Zoom. Meeting ID #859 058 7336, passcode wK26fg. Rich
will be cremated, and a burial will take place at a later date in Midway, Utah.
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Heartbroken to here of Rich’s passing. | was fortunate to have Rich
& Mary as neighbors in Midway in the 80’s. Many fun memories of
camping, music and seeing Rich walking the dogs and playing
tennis Fast forward many years... Jennifer became my Midway
neighbor again with a family of her own. Good friends start with a
good foundation and memories are precious. Thinking of you all.

Nancy - February 06, 2021 at 11:42 AM

Rich was always the “cool uncle “for me and my cousins. He shared
his humor , talents and provided a window into life from a different
perspective. | will always remember his unique personality and
appreciate his contributions to the family.

Condolences to Mary and Jennifer.

David R. Hamilton - February 05, 2021 at 02:24 PM

Thanks David. He loved you and loved to brag about his nephew being
an attorney then a judge! We both regretted not seeing family more
often.

mary - February 09, 2021 at 11:46 AM

Dennis. Miller lit a candle in memory of ]

Richard Arnold Watson

Dennis. Miller - January 08, 2021 at 01:02 PM



My heart is shattered from the loss of my husband. We thought we
had more time together. Please hug your loved ones a little tighter
and never take that love for granted. Rich, please come and get me
when it’s time to gog’ ¢’

Mary Watson - January 03, 2021 at 02:46 PM

I never met Rich but | played a song for him, being a Deadhead.
Sorry for your loss...

Mitch - December 31, 2020 at 10:41 PM

He loved your music! | think you guys would have been fast friends()

Mary Watson - January 03, 2021 at 02:48 PM

Elaine And Mike McBride lit a candle in ]

memory of Richard Arnold Watson

Elaine and Mike McBride - December 31, 2020 at 09:15 PM

May God Bless you Mary.l pray the Lord gives you strength during this
trying time.

Bill Stone - January 07, 2021 at 09:58 AM



