i Walter L Ogden, M.D.

February 27, 1944 - January 30, 2025

Walter Lott Ogden passed away peacefully in his home in Washington, Utah,
on January 30, 2025, from complications of dementia, surrounded by his
loving family.

Born in Riverside, California, on February 27, 1944, to Mary Lott Ogden and
Walter R. Ogden, M.D., Walt and his four sisters were raised in the San
Fernando Valley of Los Angeles. Walt enjoyed summers with his grandparents
and cousins in Richfield and Marysvale Canyon, Utah. Walt was always
happy, positive, naturally social, and energetic.

From the time Walt was 5 years old, he and his sisters trained in swimming,
diving, trampoline, tumbling, and gymnastics. This rigorous training taught him
that HE COULD DO HARD THINGS, laying a foundation for his success
throughout life. By the age of 6, Walt was swimming competitively, which he
continued through college and later in life.

In junior high, Walt excelled in tumbling, gymnastics, church basketball, city
league football, softball, and pole vaulting, and he was elected Boys' League
President. In high school, he swam for his school's team, receiving awards
like "Most Inspirational" and "Most Valuable Swimmer." The summer before
his senior year, Walt and three other swimmers set a National Record in a
swimming relay. Walt set many school records and earned medals in the CIF
finals all three years, and as a senior, he placed first in the state of California
in the Individual Medley. Walt graduated from John Burroughs High School in
1961.



At Utah State University, Walt swam and dived for three years, winning many
events, setting several school records and serving as Team Captain.
Encouraged by his father, Walt decided to pursue a career in medicine.
Transferring to the University of Utah, he finally began to work and excel in his
studies. At this time, Walt also developed a strong testimony of the gospel of
Jesus Christ and became devoted as a member of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints.

At the University of Utah, Walt met Tina Simonsen, and from the beginning he
realized this relationship was special.

His senior year, Walt balanced academics, SAE fraternity life, dating Tina,
coaching and competing in diving for the University; he won most of his diving
meets and earned straight A's for the first time in his life! He was even
awarded a scholarship for outstanding scholastic achievement.

When Walt received his Patriarchal Blessing, it was a transformative
experience for him; he was told he would receive his degree with honor, marry
in the Temple, and become a physician. Just one month later, Walt graduated
Cum Laude with a Zoology degree, then married Christine "Tina" Simonsen in
the Los Angeles Temple on July 15, 1966.

Despite graduating with honors, Walt faced multiple rounds of rejections from
several medical schools. But after earning a Master’s Degree in Genetics at
UC Davis and nearing a Ph.D., he was finally accepted into the Universidad
Autonoma de Guadalajara. In August 1969, Walt, Tina, and their toddler
Tahne moved to Mexico. Walt excelled despite the language barrier; after only
one year, he passed the national boards in the USA and was deeply grateful
for the opportunity to transfer to the University of Missouri School of Medicine
(only 2 were chosen, out of 80 applicants). Ryan was born in Missouri while
Walt was in medical school, and Walt earned his M.D. in 1973.

Walt recognized that God had provided a way for him to enter medical school
despite his multiple rejections; he saw this as a gift of Divine Intervention in
his life, and he gratefully decided to use this opportunity to bless others.
Specializing in Family Practice, Walt completed his residency at Kaiser



Permanente in Hollywood, California, where Britin was born. He then
practiced medicine for 35 years in Fullerton, La Habra and Brea, serving as
Chief of Staff at La Habra Hospital in 1981.

His family continued to grow as Brandon and Megan were born when they
lived in Fullerton, and Taylor was born after the family moved to Orange.

A beautiful opportunity appeared when a longtime patient with an unexpected
positive pregnancy test asked Dr. Ogden if he and his wife would consider
adopting her twins from the moment of their births, and Walt and Tina jumped
at this chance; Tasha and Tessa completed the family with a grand total of 8
children. This began the family's story of an open adoption, with ongoing
relationships with the birth parents and their extended families.

Walt grounded his children’s lives in faith, service, hard work, and fun family
vacations. He was a supportive father who attended games, meets, and
school events. His children grew up watching him practice medicine often at
home: giving medical help to family and friends, stitching up injuries on the
family room table, delivering a baby in his home for a friend who had no
insurance, and always refusing payment for home-medical services. Walt just
enjoyed the chance to help others, and he was always happy to be called
"Walt" instead of “Dr. Ogden.”

In his late 40s, Walt returned to competitive diving, winning over 20 National
Masters Diving titles and setting American and World Records that stood for
over a decade. He also competed in and won Masters Swimming events into
his 70s.

After retiring in 2008, Walt, Tina, Tasha and Tessa moved to St. George, Utah,
where Walt returned to working as a physician in the Hurricane Family Clinic,
at the ISC Clinic at Sun River and with Integrated Medical Services.
Additionally, he happily volunteered in the Doctors' Volunteer Clinic, gave
humanitarian aid in Haiti in the days immediately after the 2010 earthquake,
served in the Temple weekly, rode his bike up Airport Hill to stay in shape,
stockpiled an abundance of emergency supplies to use and share with others



(in his huge trailer known as “The Ark”), and encouraged all to be physically
prepared for an emergency and spiritually prepared to meet God.

Walt’s legacy as a physician, healer and faithful servant touched thousands of
lives. Referring to his miraculous acceptance to medical school, he often said,
‘I have been given a gift, and | intend to use that gift every day until | die.”
True to his word, he continued to practice medicine until dementia required his
retirement, and he remained happy, optimistic and grateful every day of his
life.

Walt is survived by his wife, Tina; their eight children, Tahne (Carey), Ryan
(Annette), Britin (Aaron), Brandon, Megan (Nathan), Taylor (Sandra), Tasha,
and Tessa (Nakoma); 24 grandchildren, one great-grandchild; and two sisters,
Sally and Kathy (Tom). Walt was preceded in death by his parents, Dr. Walter
R. Ogden and Mary Lott Ogden; two sisters, Marsha Saylors and Sue Simmes;
and two brothers-in-law, Bill Saylors and Michael Edmunds.

A funeral service will be held on Friday, February 21, 2025, at 11:00 AM with a
viewing from 9:30-10:30 AM at 450 W 3650 South in Washington, Utah
(services will be live-streamed via ZOOM and recorded for online viewing). A
graveside service will be held on Saturday, February 22, 2025, at 1:00 PM at
the cemetery in Richfield, Utah.

Family and friends are invited to share tributes online at www.SerenityStG.co
m. Arrangements and memorial tree planting under the direction of Serenity
Funeral Home of Southern Utah, (435) 986-9100.



Previous Events
Viewing

FEB 21. 9:30 AM - 10:30 AM (MT)

Treasure Valley LDS Chapel
450 W 3650 South
Washington, UT 84780

Funeral Service

FEB 21. 11:00 AM (MT)

Treasure Valley LDS Chapel
450 W 3650 South
Washington, UT 84780

Burial

FEB 22. 1:00 PM (MT)

Richfield City Cemetery
780 N Main St
Richfield, UT 84701



Tribute Wall

Walt wasy mentor in medicine...he was my physician, my friend,
and during the years that we cared for son with terminal cancer, a
valued anchor in a chaotic life. Today, as the much older provider in
medical world that continues to be stressed Walt is with me every
day. | know that Wallt's gift to me gets passed onto others every day.

Charles F Wetter - February 03 at 06:15 PM

| was the son-n-law to one of his nurses in Fullerton, CA. Beverly
Johnson. | as well as my wife, and three children were patients. |
was also someone who worked on his home in Orange. | built a
room in their garage so they could help people. | installed a huge
stain glass window in their home. There was no way to install this in
a normal way, so I built a light box so it could have the light to shine
through it.

| really loved Walt. He helped my family when we did not have much
and our first child had a lot of health issues. He was always so
patient, kind and helpful.

I am so sorry the world has lost such a great man, but he left a huge
loving and caring legacy. Tina and his tribe of kids were fun to be
around. | will never forget and appreciate his loving kindness!

Gene Oswald - June 11, 2025 at 09:05 AM

My name is Rod Perez. | worked with Walt for 20 years. He was
supportive, patient, hard working, instructive, wise, and a great
partner. He was my senior partner and the one( of many ) things |
remember him telling me is, “ people dont care how much you know
until they know how much you care. RIP Walt

Rodolfo isaac perez - March 05, 2025 at 12:00 PM



5 files added to the album Funeral Video Recording

Serenity Funeral Home of Southern Utah - February 21, 2025 at 06:15 PM

Tender Tribute was purchased for the family of
Walter L Ogden, M.D..

February 19, 2025 at 09:38 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial

Tree</a> was planted in honor of Walter L Ogden, M.D..

February 19, 2025 at 09:38 PM

1 file added to the album Video Slideshow

Serenity Funeral Home of Southern Utah - February 19, 2025 at 02:30 PM


https://www.serenitystg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1441&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.serenitystg.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1441&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Walter L Ogden, M.D..

February 19, 2025 at 10:18 AM

Cookie Davidson lit a candle in memory of I

Walter L Ogden, M.D.

Cookie Davidson - February 18, 2025 at 12:31 PM

| am so very sorry for your loss. You are in my thoughts and prayers
and always in my heart. | am thankful to know that your faith and love
and beautiful memories will bring you comfort.

Love you always @

Cookie Davidson - February 18, 2025 at 12:34 PM

My name is Susan, and when [ left California in 2003, Dr. Ogden and |
laughed that | was his "oldest" patient because | started seeing him in
1976. Obviously, | thought he was a wonderful doctor, and more caring
than anyone | have seen since. Heartfelt thoughts and prayers to his
family.

Susan Fevella - March 09, 2025 at 05:19 PM

I'm very grateful for Dr. Ogden whom | visited in Dec of 2010 when
he immediately arranged for me to have emergency surgery. He
listened to me. He heard me. He made sure | received the care |
needed. God bless this Good Doctor!

Mary Thayer - February 14, 2025 at 11:10 PM



We are sorry to hear of Walt's passing. | always loved being with
your family. | will remember cliff diving in Lake Powell and times at
the beach house. Love you all! Heath and Jimena and Family

Heath Ogden - February 14, 2025 at 10:14 AM

We are so very, very sorry to hear about Wallt's passing! We all
loved him! He delivered both of my sons & saved us countless times
during emergencies as welll He was a cherished member of our
family! Kathy Taylor Butkovich Moore, Helen Taylor & Matt
Butkovich

Kathy Taylor Butkovich Moore - February 13, 2025 at 08:02 PM

Dear Ogden Family,

I’'m so very sorry to hear of Walt’s passing. | pray the Lord will comfort
you and give you many wonderful memories.

Bev Edwards

Beverly Edwards - February 16, 2025 at 12:00 PM

Walt was an amazing guy. He was such a great brother and dad. He
would help us when we didn’t have enough money for medical
services. He taught us to prepare spiritually and physically. He was
always quietly humble, generous and kind to us. He taught his children
to do the same. And he was uber athletic. We love you Walt and glad
you have fought a great fight and finished your course and shall
receive your crown! You're one of our heroes. XOXO to you Tina and
your forever family

Liz Kopaigora - March 07, 2025 at 12:34 AM



Grandpa,

First off I want you to know how beyond grateful | am to be your
granddaughter. You were a remarkable. You have taught me so
much. There are coy of memories that will forever be engraved in
my mind and heart. | know you are gone, you truly never will be
forgotten. I love you so much for everything Grandpa.

- Kennedy @

Kennedy Lutz - February 13, 2025 at 04:56 PM



